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B rothers and sister’s, we have just complet-

ed the 165th Annual Grand Lodge Com-

munication in Ocean City, Maryland, which 

was well attended by the membership of this 

great jurisdiction (Again, record numbers). 

During the session, major milestones were ac-

complished. The electoral process (although 

challenged) was exercised and transparent. I 

thank the membership for your faith and confi-

dence in me by re-electing me to lead the Mar-

yland Prince Hall family for another year. My 

congratulations to Right Worshipful Lee A. 

Taylor and Noel C. Osborne, Sr. for their elec-

tions to Deputy Grand Master and Senior 

Grand Warden respectively. To the Junior 

Grand Warden, Grand Treasurer and Grand 

Secretary, congratulations on your re-election 

for the ensuing year.  
 

We had visitation from other jurisdictions as 

far away as Washington State and as close as 

Washington DC. To my fellow conservators of 

freemasonry, their representatives and delega-

tions; Thank You for taking from your busy 

schedules to attend our annual session. 
 

The Memorial Service (Public Lodge of Sor-

row) memorializing our brothers that have been 

called from their labors to attend that Celestial 

Grand Lodge was heartfelt and well attended. 

The Melvin M. Thorpe Gospel Choir sang their 

hearts out and the Office of the Grand Lecturer 

performed the Masonic Lodge of Sorrow admi-

rably. Assistant Grand Chaplain Brother Joshua 

Slack’s message set the tone to calm my pre-

session concerns: (“Whoosh, sometimes you 

have to turn and walk away...”). May our Fa-

ther in Heaven wrap his loving arms around 

our brothers and their grieving families and 

give them peace.  
 

The administrative portions of the session were 

overshadowed by the elections, however, we 

were able to complete the reading and ac-

ceptance of the reports from the District Depu-

ty Grand Masters and the various departments 

of the Grand Lodge. I appreciate the proficient 

and professional manner in which you accepted 

and handled the business of this great jurisdic-

tion. I remind you that several recommenda-

tions was presented by me and accepted and 

approved by you. Brothers, we have to em-

brace those initiatives and approved recom-

mendations, to ensure that this great jurisdic-

tion progresses and prospers. 
 

The Battle of the Hospitality Room vision and 

its implementation was well received by the 

Districts and Lodges that participated in the 

competition. The visitors and membership en-

joyed the varieties of food served. The judges 

(tasters) that accompanied me as I visited the 

several hospitality rooms were overwhelmed 

with the quality, quantity and taste of the food. 

Some of the Districts and Lodges used the un-

fair practice (cheated) and had their wives and 

or significant others prepare the food, which 

made it hard to judge the culinary expertise of 

the brothers. However, after several hours of 

consuming the great food, libations and enjoy-

ing the fellowship, the judges selected King 

Solomon Lodge #7, Third Masonic District as 

the best. Congratulations King Solomon Lodge 

#7 for having a great hospitality room and win-

ning the Inaugural Traveling (Little Fat Chef) 

Trophy for the best hospitality. 
 

As we invoke our daily devotions, please con-

tinue to remember our brave men and women 

who sacrifice daily protecting our way of life, 

those that have paid the ultimate sacrifice, and 

our brothers and sisters and their families. 
 

In closing my brothers and sisters, we have a 

lot to accomplish this year. I continue to plead 

with you to embrace the initiatives of this 

Grand Master and the Grand Lodge and sup-

port the visions and endeavors of this great 

jurisdiction. 
 

I love each of you and may he that sit high and 

look low continue to keep and bless you. 
 

Fraternally, 

 

Melvin M. Thorpe 

Grand Master 

A Message from MWGM ThorpeA Message from MWGM ThorpeA Message from MWGM Thorpe   

“I’m urging the Craft to 
purchase a brick in sup-
port of the Building 
Renovations Plan”. 

“The Light”  “The Light”  “The Light”  | 

TTTHEHEHE   MMMOSTOSTOST   WWWORSHIPFULORSHIPFULORSHIPFUL   PPPRINCERINCERINCE   HHHALLALLALL   GGGRANDRANDRAND   LLLODGEODGEODGE   

FFFREEREEREE   ANDANDAND   AAACCEPTEDCCEPTEDCCEPTED   MMMASONSASONSASONS      

OFOFOF   MMMARYLANDARYLANDARYLAND   ANDANDAND   ITSITSITS   JJJURISDICTIONURISDICTIONURISDICTION, I, I, INCNCNC...   

January 2013 62nd Edition 

Most Worshipful Melvin 

M. Thorpe, Grand Master 

Maryland’s Prince Hall Family NewsletterMaryland’s Prince Hall Family NewsletterMaryland’s Prince Hall Family Newsletter   
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 Most Worshipful Melvin M. Thorpe, Grand Master Most Worshipful Melvin M. Thorpe, Grand Master Most Worshipful Melvin M. Thorpe, Grand Master    

Vision StatementVision StatementVision Statement   
 

“That the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge be uniformed ritualistically and administratively 

throughout the entire Jurisdiction. To bring the Jurisdiction financially solvent by the year 2013.” 

 

 

Grand Lodge Grand Lodge Grand Lodge    

Mission StatementMission StatementMission Statement   
The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, Maryland and its Jurisdiction, 

Incorporated, is a fraternal organization dedicated to the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man.  Our 

fraternal organization takes good men, builds and develops them, to be better men. We dispense charity, pro-

mote good and solid family values and endeavor significantly to aid in the uplifting of humanity. 

 

 

Grand Lodge Grand Lodge Grand Lodge    

Vision StatementVision StatementVision Statement   
“Our vision is focused on community stewardship, activities to benefit society, and a commitment to building 

Brotherhood making Prince Hall Masonry in Maryland sustainable while inculcating and exercising the Princi-

ple Tenets (Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth) by our words and actions for the betterment of our brothers and 

all mankind.” 

 

“The only race you have to win is the race against 

yourself - there will always be someone faster and 

stronger but there will never be another you, so look 

within and push your own personal boundaries.”  

Unknown 
 

“Love is a force more formidable than any other. It 

is invisible - it cannot be seen or measured, yet it is 

powerful enough to transform you in a moment, and 

offer you more joy than any material possession 

could.”  

Barbara de Angelis 
 

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love 

comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born 

of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does 

not know God, because God is love.”  

1 John 4:7-8 
 

“Be good, be kind, be thankful, do your best to help 

others. Know that God is always by your side watch-

ing over you, protecting you, and blessing you each 

and every day with the gift of life.” 

Make a Difference Make a Difference Make a Difference    
   

Support our Wounded BrothersSupport our Wounded BrothersSupport our Wounded Brothers   

“Let it Sink In!”“Let it Sink In!”“Let it Sink In!” 
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By RW Lee A. Taylor, Jr. DGM 

I greet you in the name 

of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  It is a 

privilege to serve you 

and this jurisdiction as 

Deputy Grand Master.  

I thank you for your support and votes 

of confidence in me. 

 

As we continue to move our jurisdic-

tion forward, I ask that we do as 

MWGM Melvin M. Thorpe continual-

ly says when speaking to the our mem-

bers and visiting delegations.  That 

saying is: “We in the jurisdiction of 

Maryland are family.”  I am convinced 

that we have made progress through 

the year by our Brothers and Sisters 

giving their best service to our fraterni-

ty. It has and is bringing out the best in 

us. 

 

I wish to thank you collectively for 

your love for the fraternity, but more 

especially for your undying love for 

Prince Hall Masonry in the Maryland 

Jurisdiction. 

 

I wish for all God's blessing a safe and 

prosperous New Year. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

RW Lee A. Taylor, Jr. 

Deputy Grand Master  

 

   

Deputy Grand Master’s CornerDeputy Grand Master’s CornerDeputy Grand Master’s Corner   

RW Lee A. Taylor, Jr. 

Deputy Grand Master 

“Thank you, collectively, 
for your love for the  
fraternity, but more  
especially for your  
undying love for  

Prince Hall Masonry in the 
Maryland Jurisdiction.”  

Let It Sink In 

“The best thing to give to your enemy is forgiveness; to an opponent, tolerance; to a 
friend, your heart; to your child, a good example; to a father, deference; to your mother, 
conduct that will make her proud of  you; to yourself, respect; to all men, charity.” 
        ~Benjamin Franklin 
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By RW Noel C. Osborne, Sr. 

G reetings Prince Hall 

Masonic Family. 

 

I am humbled at the 

many kind words of con-

gratulations and pro-

found expressions to-

ward me following my election to the posi-

tion of Senior Grand Warden of this mag-

nificent jurisdiction.   

 

It is truly a blessing to have brothers in 

this, “Our Fraternity”, to fuel the tenacity 

that drives who I am as a man and a Ma-

son.  Together we can exemplify the many 

opportunities to lead, train and moreover 

motivate our fellow Master Masons to go 

out into the world each day and look for 

new challenges that would make a differ-

ence; and if we cannot find those challeng-

es then we must create them. 

 

Our fraternity has no room for politics 

ahead of correctness and we as Masons 

cannot be passive in our efforts to preserve 

the tenants of Free Masonry.  We must step 

to the forefront and continue to press for-

ward regardless of how unpopular our ef-

forts and decisions may be at the time.  We 

must stand above our contemporaries as it 

relates to pride and commitment toward 

professional excellence.   

 

Our actions should illuminate the notion of 

"I can do this" followed by the resounding 

responses from our brethren stating "Yes 

you can and I am with you". 

 

Masonic year 2011-2012 will remain up-

permost in my mind for this reason:  At our 

165th Annual Grand Lodge Session the 

manner in which the election was conduct-

ed made a difference, the governance of 

the election was constitutional sound, and 

the overarching tone at the Annual Session 

uttered the words that confirms that we 

have a Grand Master that cares for his 

membership and values the contents of his 

constitution.  I am personally proud to be 

lead by this man and Mason. 

 

In closing, I thank you for your sentiments 

and I leave you with one important factor 

about me.  "This position will not change 

the moral fibers that created me and kept 

me balanced for 46 years".  This time hon-

ored institution preceded me and I will 

conduct myself as to bring credit to our 

fraternity as I have done in the past and 

henceforth.  I am honored and humbled 

however to be placed in a position to sup-

port our Most Worshipful Grand Master in 

his quest to achieve and sustain his Mission 

and Vision and to support the way ahead 

for our jurisdiction. 

 

I pray that God continue to bless and keep 

each of you and your respective families. 

 
Fraternally, 

 

RW Noel C. Osborne, Sr. 

Senior Grand Warden  

Senior Grand Warden’s CornerSenior Grand Warden’s CornerSenior Grand Warden’s Corner   

RW Noel C. Osborne, Sr. 

Senior Grand Warden 

“I am honored and 
humbled to be placed 
in a position to  
support our  

Most Worshipful 
Grand Master in his 
quest to achieve and 
sustain his Mission 
and Vision and to sup-
port the way ahead for 
our jurisdiction.”  
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By RW Philip S. Lewis, Sr. 

W ell, we are now 

into a New Year.  

A new Masonic Year and 

a new Calendar Year, so 

our task is before us.  

May this New Year be 

both fruitful and enjoyable for you and your 

loved ones, families and friends.  Thank you for 

re-electing me as your Junior Grand Warden.  

PM Milton Tony Jews made me to commit to 

one theme, “I’m here to serve, not be served.”  

So let’s get moving as we return from the 165th 

Annual Communication of the MWPHGL in 

Ocean City.  A number of guests visited us 

from other jurisdictions. Sadly, my wife and I 

escorted MWPGM Dr Ivory M. Buck Jr and his 

wife, Past Imperial Commandress Ernestine 

Buck back to their room and had an enjoyable 

discussion with them. She reminded us that Dr. 

Buck was a slow walker so we couldn’t rush.  

A couple weeks later, she passed after a fall.   

We see each other every day and miss the fact 

that we can be gone tomorrow.  Think of your 

friends today, and as our MWGM always says 

he wants to give you your flowers today while 

you can smell them.  Many reports were pre-

sented and hopefully you took them back to 

your lodges for all to read.  After MWGM pre-

sented his Annual Stewardship report, we ap-

proved his recommendations unanimously in-

cluding continuing Annual events such as the 

Emancipation Proclamation observance; Con-

stituent Lodge Workshops; Annual GL Raffle; 

PH Americanism Day; At-risk Children’s Pic-

nic; and the Widow’s Luncheon.   

With the Annual GL Raffle, this year we are 

giving away a 2013 Cadillac XTS.  It was on 

display outside the hotel.  And Brother “You’d 

sure look good driving that!”  Each brother is 

responsible to sell/purchase 25 tickets.  This is 

our single most important fund-raiser for the 

year.  Our Per Capital taxes and maintenance 

taxes do not generate the same amount of funds 

as generated through the Car Raffle.  Lodges 

also make money from your sales. That’s two 

for one!   Some lodges use this opportunity as 

their fund-raiser for the year.  So let’s behind 

this, support it, and make it happen.  It beats the 

alternative of creating an assessment.  If every-

one works a little, we all benefit.  How can we 

pay the bills, fuel costs, electrical, and water 

bills, certainly not with the maintenance taxes 

collected?  We have to look at ways to be more 

cost effective!  Our dinosaur is growing older 

and needs more and more to maintain it.   

We’ve talked of thinking smarter, and there are 

plans upon the trestle board to grow.  Our LOI 

has expanded by the Grand Lecturer and Grand 

Inspector’s offices.  This new training will de-

velop better future leaders.  We can’t continue 

to operate in the same old ways.  Becoming 

more efficient in paperless communication is a 

start.  Saving on printing and mailing costs is a 

minimum.  Strange, there was a time when a 

memo was created, then typed, followed by 

copying, stuffing envelopes, addressing them, 

and finally mailing them.  This process took at 

least a week or better.  Now alternative com-

munication gets the word out in a split second 

across the entire jurisdiction with no costs in-

volved on the same day.  Have you received a 

phone invite yet?  GoToMeetings is a way to 

hold staff meetings.  Most of us have smart 

phones communicating minute by minute.   

The Strategic Planning Committee continues to 

march and we are moving forward.  Increasing 

our efficiency while saving expenditures!  If we 

can do this at the Grand Lodge level, maybe we 

can do this at our lodge level?  Everyone com-

plains of too much business and too long of 

meetings.   

Our MWGM reminds one meeting in the lodge 

should be business and the other on education 

(Masonic talk that talk) or degree work.  Is that 

true, are we doing that?  Or is it business, busi-

ness, business!  One brother reminded he hates 

to go to his lodge meeting to listen to a commit-

tee meeting.  Bring in the facts and let’s move 

on.  No wonder, brothers stay away at home 

when we argue for an hour over 50 cents.  It’s 

not younger brothers who are tired, but older 

brothers also.  We all, have families and kids or 

grandkids to take care of, so time is important!   

Speaking of older brothers, please look in on 

your elderly brothers!  This is the coldest time 

of the year, and some just sit around in a cold 

house because no one cares.  Am I my brother’s 

keeper?  We can agree to disagree, but when I 

use profanity towards another brother, or 

threaten him with a gun or knife.  Where is the 

brotherhood?  Every brother remembers 

“Behold how good and pleasant it is…..”  Or 

“make others know always that a gentleman 

stands before them…”   

God Bless you and yours, and may this be your 

fruitful year.  There’s a lot ahead of us, come 

out and be a part of it! 

Respectfully, 

RW Philip S. Lewis, Sr. 

Junior Grand Warden  

Junior Grand Warden’s CornerJunior Grand Warden’s CornerJunior Grand Warden’s Corner   

RW Philip S. Lewis 

Junior Grand Warden 

“One meeting in the 
lodge should be  

business and the other 
on education (Masonic 
talk that talk) or degree 

work.”  
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G od often DELAYS IN ANSWERING 

PRAYER. We have several instances 

of this in sacred Scripture. Jacob did not 

get the blessing from the angel until near 

the dawn of day—he had to wrestle all 

night for it. Paul besought the Lord thrice 

that “the thorn in the flesh” might be taken 

from him, and he received no assurance 

that it should be taken away, but instead 

thereof a promise that God’s grace should 

be sufficient for him. If thou hast been 

knocking at the gate of mercy, and hast 

received no answer, shall I tell thee why 

the mighty Maker hath not opened the door 

and let thee in?  
 

Our Father has reasons peculiar to himself 

for keeping us waiting. Sometimes it is to 

show his power and his sovereignty, that 

men may know that Jehovah has a right to 

give or to withhold. More frequently the 

delay is for our benefit. You are perhaps 

kept waiting in order that your desires may 

be more fervent. God knows that delay will 

increase your desire and that if he keeps 

you waiting you will see the necessity 

more clearly, and will seek more earnestly. 

There may also be something wrong in you 

which need to be removed, before the joy 

of the Lord is given. Perhaps your views of 

the Gospel plan are confused, or you may 

be placing some little reliance on yourself, 

instead of trusting simply and entirely to 

the Lord Jesus. Or, God makes you wait 

awhile that he may the more fully display 

the riches of his grace to you at last. Your 

prayers are all filed in heaven, and if not 

immediately answered they are certainly 

not forgotten, but in a little while shall be 

fulfilled to thy delight and satisfaction. Let 

not despair make your silent, but continue 

instant in earnest supplication.  
 

Isaiah describes what times will be like 

when God’s people live according to God’s 

Word and are obedient to Him. It will be a 

time of great victory and blessing both for 

nature and for His people. 

The Lord longs to be faithful to His people. 

And when they call on Him for help in-

stead of on someone or something else, He 

will answer. Though His people experience 

difficulties, eventually God will amazingly 

bless the repentant. Then His people will 

readily listen to Him. They will become 

sensitive to His Word and conscious of His 

leading as they walk with Him. 
 

We are reminded that God never forgets 

His people and longs to bless them. 

Though the people had turned from the 

Lord, He longed to be gracious and com-

passionate to them for they were in a cove-

nant relationship with Him. As a God of 

justice, He stands ever ready to send bless-

ings to those who depend on Him so that 

they may walk in His way.  
 

This is a lesson for you and me as we labor 

in prayer before the Lord. When we have 

prayed about a matter in faith and have 

committed it to the will of God, then we 

can have peace in our hearts the He will 

take care of it for us! He may not answer it 

the way we want Him to, but He will al-

ways do what is right with the things we 

ask Him. Therefore, when you have prayed 

well, rest in His peace, John 14:27; Phil. 

4:6-7. 
 

Howard Whitman wrote that “Life is com-

posed of waiting periods. The child must 

wait until he is old enough to have a bicy-

cle, the young man until he is old enough 

to drive a car, the medical student must 

wait for his diploma, the husband for his 

promotion, the young couple for savings to 

buy a new home. The art of waiting is not 

learned at once.”  
 

“Wait for the LORD. Be strong and don’t 

lose hope. Wait for the LORD” 

– Psalm 27:14 
 

Will You Wait on HIM? 
 

RW Nicholas Padilla, Jr. 

Grand Chaplain 

Grand Chaplain’s CornerGrand Chaplain’s CornerGrand Chaplain’s Corner   

RW Nicholas Padilla, Jr. 

Grand Chaplain 

“Will you wait on Him?” 
 
 

“God never forgets His 
people and longs to 
bless them. “ 

 
“Wait for the Lord. Be 
strong and don’t lose 
hope. Wait for the Lord” 

Will You Wait on HIM? 
 

“Therefore will the Lord wait that he may be 

gracious unto you.”               — Isaiah 30:18 
 

By RW Nicholas Padilla, Jr. Grand Chaplain 
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I n Loving Memory of  Sandy Hook Elementary Victims  
 

Poem in Honor of Sandy Hook Victims  

Written by Cameo Smith, Mt. Wolf, PA 

 

20 Beautiful Children Stormed Through Heaven's Gate. 

Twas' 11 days before Christmas, around 9:38  

when 20 beautiful children stormed through heaven's gate.  
 

Their smiles were contagious, their laughter filled the air.  

They could hardly believe all the beauty they saw there.  

They were filled with such joy; they didn't know what to say.  

They remembered nothing of what had happened earlier that day.  

"Where are we?" asked a little girl, as quiet as a mouse.  

"This is heaven" declared a small boy. "We're spending Christmas at God's house".  
 

When what to their wondering eyes did appear,  

but Jesus, their savior, the children gathered near.  

He looked at them and smiled, and they smiled just the same.  

Then He opened His arms and He called them by name.  
 

And in that moment was joy, that only heaven can bring,  

those children all flew into the arms of their King  

and as they lingered in the warmth of His embrace,  

one small girl turned and looked at Jesus 'face. 
 

And as if He could read all the questions she had  

He gently whispered to her, "I'll take care of mom and dad. " 

Then He looked down on earth, the world far below.  

He saw all of the hurt, the sorrow, and woe,  

then He closed His eyes and He outstretched His hand,  

"Let My power and presence re-enter this land!  
 

May this country be delivered from the hands of fools"  

"I'm taking back my nation. I'm taking back my schools!" 

Then He and the children stood up without a sound.  

"Come now my children let me show you around."  
 

Excitement filled the space, some skipped and some ran;  

all displaying enthusiasm that only a small child can. 

And I heard Him proclaim as He walked out of sight,  

"in the midst of this darkness I AM STILL THE LIGHT." 
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Charity RaffleCharity RaffleCharity Raffle   
 

R affle tickets are availa-

ble at a cost of $5.00 

per ticket. Each Ticket offers 

the purchaser three chances 

to win. Tickets are available 

at the Prince Hall Masonic 

Lodges and its concordant 

bodies in the jurisdictions of 

Maryland.  

 

 

 

If the winner elects not to accept the car, that person can receive a $20,000 cash payout.  Sec-

ond prize is $2,500 and third prize is $1,500.  The seller of the first prize winning ticket will 

receive $500. 

The drawing will be held 2:00 PM, September 14, 2013, at the Most Worshipful Prince Hall 

Grand Lodge, 1307 Eutaw Place, Baltimore, Maryland. You need not be present to win.  
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Greetings, Good Brothers! 

First and foremost, I pray that the G.A.O.T.U. con-

tinues to shed his blessings upon you and your fami-

ly. As we are entering this holiday season, let us re-

member the true reason for this celebration. As we 

are blessed, let us become someone else’s blessing! 

Here’s to wishing you a safe, enjoyable and spirit-

filled season! 

 

As you are aware, the 2012-2013 Lodges of Instruc-

tion is underway. I am filled with so much excite-

ment and enthusiasm. Just being in the midst of to-

morrow’s leaders is truly rewarding. I applaud your 

efforts today. The staff and I will challenge and test 

your ability. I submit to you that if you pay due and 

proper attention to your Instructors, commit to learn-

ing the curriculum and be accountable on all occa-

sions, you will complete this course successfully! 

The burial ceremony is an element of this year’s cur-

riculum. Each LOI student must pass the Funeral 

Service at the Church, Masonic Service at the 

Gravesite and Cremation & Memorial Ceremony. As 

with any of the ritualistic work, please don’t wait 

until the latter part of the LOI year to 

complete! 

 

Although the challenges may lie ahead, Together 

Everyone Achieves More – T.E.A.M.! Our Strategic 

Plan reminds us that proper leadership, direction and 

structure will yield positive results! You play an in-

tegral role in your Lodge’s success and we have con-

fidence in your achievements. We will need that 

same energy and zest from you in LOI! Bottom line 

up front, your “Input Determines Output”! 

 

The LOI concept is in direct correlation with the 

Grand Lodge’s Mission Statement. The four para-

phrased criteria are: 1) Taking good men, building 

and developing, to be better men; 2) Dispensing 

charity; 3) Promoting good and solid family values; 

and 4) Uplifting humanity. These are important prin-

ciples and I challenge you to adhere and rededicate 

your efforts to maximizing your fullest potential! 

 

Uniformity, Consistency and Professionalism, the 

OGL motto, is what LOI is all about! It 

is the Grand Lecturer’s task to ensure that each 

Lodge in this Jurisdiction is operating in the same 

manner. As students of LOI, you are here to study 

and learn to enhance your capacity as tomorrow’s 

leaders. 

 

Finally, there is no doubt that during this year, you 

will meet many Brothers throughout the District, Re-

gion and Jurisdiction. Capitalize on the opportunity 

to meet and network especially with fellow class-

mates for you are looking, eye-to-eye ,with tomor-

row’s leader! On behalf of the Lodges of Instruction, 

I wish you well in your future endeavors. Remem-

ber, “Input determines OUTPUT!” 

 

Make a GREAT day! 

From the Director’s Corner – “Input Determines Output” 
By Right Worshipful Otis Wilson, Director, Lodges of Instruction 
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Grand Lodge Visits Southern Baptist Church of Baltimore and Grand Lodge Visits Southern Baptist Church of Baltimore and Grand Lodge Visits Southern Baptist Church of Baltimore and    

Participates in the Baltimore City Veterans Day Parade Participates in the Baltimore City Veterans Day Parade Participates in the Baltimore City Veterans Day Parade    
By MW Melvin M. Thorpe,  Grand Master 

P lease let me take this brief moment to thank those that 

accompanied me on the Grand Lodge's visitation of 

Southern Baptist Church of Baltimore on Sunday and 

Grand Lodge's participation in the Baltimore City Veter-

ans Day Parade on yesterday. Your support of our wor-

ship services throughout the various communities of Mar-

yland and our service to and recognition of our heroes that 

serve and have served on their special day is well noted 

within community.  
 

Thanks to Deputy Grand Master Collier, DDGM Kermit 

Smith, RW Odell Wilson,  Maceo Boston Jr. Lodge #145, 

WM of King David Lodge #18 and a very special thank 

you to the Baltimore Chapter, DC Chapter and Southern 

Maryland Chapter of the Sons of Solomon's Motorcycle 

Club of which the Grand Secretary and several appointed 

grand lodge officers are members. If it were not for these 

brothers and their support, the Grand Master would have 

been marching alone. 

 

District Deputies we must be seen in and support our vari-

ous communities. We cannot sit back a rest on old cus-

toms and usages and expect the communities to rally 

around our membership and support our endeavors when 

we are not supporting them.  

 

Our black suits, white shirts, apron and gloves no longer 

draw the attention or respect we once enjoyed. Our church 

visitations and community-based activities will begin to 

renew the Masonic reputation within the communities.  
 

Fraternally 

MWGM Melvin M. Thorpe  

MWGM Melvin M. Thorpe and Delegation March in the November 11 Veterans Day Parade. 
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Introduction 
During 1st, 2nd, and 3rd degree lectures, 

Masons are asked a series of questions to 

which they must know the answers.  

Particularly in the 1st degree lecture, 

Entered Apprentices are asked two ques-

tions relating to how they could be iden-

tified as being Masons.  The first ques-

tion asks, “How do you know yourself to 

be a Mason?” The answer being, 

“Having been tried, never denied, and 

am ready to be tried again.”  The second 

asks, “How may I know you to be a Ma-

son?” The answer of course is, “By cer-

tain signs, a token, a word and the per-

fect points of my entrance.”  
 

Subsequent questions in the 1st degree 

lecture ask them to explain signs, a to-

ken, and a word.  However, there is no 

subsequent question that asks EAs to 

explain the perfect points of their en-

trance (although they are covered in the 

3rd section of the lecture, p. 72 of the 

ritual).  I will submit that many of them 

would not be able to explain the perfect 

points of entrance if required to do so.  I 

will also submit that many would not 

even know to ask a Master Mason for 

clarification.  Honestly, our then-EAs 

had to be prompted to ask what the per-

fect points were during a study hall ses-

sion.  In an effort to ensure that we, as 

Master Masons, have a full understand-

ing of how to instruct our EA brethren 

on the perfect points of entrance, it was 

requested that a lecture be given for the 

benefit of the craft. 
 

The Perfect Points of Entrance 
Our ritual (p. 72) and lodge study mate-

rials (EA Proficiency Guide – p. 15) 

inform us that there are four (4) perfect 

points of entrance: Pectoral, Manual, 

Guttural, and Pedal.  Sometimes Guttur-

al is listed first depending on the source 

you utilize.  Pectoral derives from the 

Latin word Pectora that refers to the 

chest or breast area.  Manual derives 

from the Latin word Manus that refers to 

the hands.  Guttural derives from the 

Latin word Gutta that refers to the throat.  

Pedal derives from the Latin word Pedes 

that refers to the feet.  All of which re-

spectively allude to the four (4) Cardinal 

Virtues. 
 
 

The Cardinal Virtues 
Our ritual (pp.72-74) and lodge study 

materials (EA Proficiency Guide – p. 16) 

further informs us that the four (4) Car-

dinal Virtues are:  Fortitude, Prudence, 

Temperance, and Justice. 
 

Fortitude (Pectoral) is that noble and 

steadfast purpose of the mind, whereby 

we are enabled to undergo any pain, 

peril, or danger.  In other words, WE 

have the STRENGTH to continue on 

during hard times when others may 

simply succumb to whatever pressure 

they may face. 
 

Prudence (Manual) teaches us to regu-

late our lives and actions agreeably to 

the dictates of reason.  Put a different 

way, by being prudent, we are able to 

judge wisely on all things relative to our 

happiness.  Prudence also teaches us, as 

Masons, to be cautious when in the pres-

ence of mixed company and to be care-

ful not to reveal any of the secrets of 

Freemasonry when out in the world, 

which were the instructions we received 

while standing in the NE corner of the 

Lodge after being made an EA Mason. 
 

Temperance (Guttural) is that due re-
straint upon the passions which ren-

ders the body tame and governable, 
and frees the mind from the allure-
ments of vice.  Put simply, temperance 

teaches us restraint.  Every Mason has 
his own tastes; however, he should 

indulge in them within due limits – do 
not be excessive.  Excess could lead 
him away from the path of righteous-

ness and cause him to forget the alle-
gorical lessons of Freemasonry. 
 

Justice (Pedal) is that standard which 

enables us to give every man his due 

without distinction.  The Mason that 

remembers his charge to preserve an 

upright position in all his dealings with 

all mankind should never fail to act just-

ly to himself, to his brethren, and to the 

world.  Remember that our feet formed 

the angle of an oblong, our body was 

erect, we were told that there we stood 

an upright man and a Mason.  We were 

also told that we should walk and act as 

such before God and man.  In other 

words, we were provided with guidance 

on how to properly conduct ourselves as 

Masons. 
 

Mnemonic Devices 
There is a lot of information contained in 

the Perfect Point of Entrance lecture.  As 

stated previously, the order in which the 

points are given may vary.  The easiest 

way to remember them is to work from 

the top-down – Guttural > Pectoral > 

Manual > Pedal.  The Perfect Points of 

Entrance will always be attached to the 

Cardinal Virtues to which they allude.  

So no matter how you lay out the points, 

the virtues will simply fall in place.  

Again, it is easier to work from the top 

downward:  Temperance > Fortitude > 

Prudence > Justice. 
 

Another manner to remember the Cardi-

nal Virtues is as follows:  Temperance 

(Guttural) equals restraint.  You have to 

have the GUTS to walk away.  Fortitude 

(Pectoral) equals strength.  Strength (in 

the pectoral muscle) allows us to endure 

any hardship.  Prudence (Manual) equals 

instruction.  Remain prudent in the in-

structions received while standing in the 

NE corner. Justice (Pedal) equals guid-

ance.  Stand on your feet for justice for 

all mankind! 
 

Conclusion 
It is our duty as Master Masons to be 

ever prepared to assist another Brother 

when he craves knowledge.  If for what-

ever reason we find ourselves ill pre-

pared to assist him in his thirst for 

knowledge, do not allow your ego to 

stand in the way.  You just have to simp-

ly state that you do not know the answer 

at this time, but will have one for him 

very soon.  Contrary to popular belief, a 

man knows when another is trying to 

deceive him! 
 

All of the information relating to the 

Perfect Points of (My) Entrance was not 

provided on purpose.  Hopefully, some-

thing was said to cause you to do your 

own research.  As we very well know, 

our interpretation of the information 

presented may not be the same as some-

one else’s. 

 

“Knowledge speaks, Wisdom listens” 

The Perfect Points of (My) EntranceThe Perfect Points of (My) EntranceThe Perfect Points of (My) Entrance   
 

By Bro. Stacy L. Merriwether — William T. Wallace Lodge No. 134 
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T he Master Masons of Thomas H. Kiah #101, Rock Hall, Maryland, PHA; donated four large boxes of food prod-

ucts to needy families in the Kent and Queen Anne’s communities for Christmas. The Mason’s have long support-

ed the effort of helping the people in their community that have a need for assistance. Some families were referred by 

church and community groups and some were selected by personal reference from members of the Masonic Lodge. The 

boxes consisted of assorted can foods, other products and a turkey. The Lodge also sends fruit baskets to the widows of 

their deceased brothers. As always the work in the vineyard continues as we the Masonic Brothers strive to make a dif-

ference in the lives of people every day. Thanks to all of the Masonic Brothers of Thomas H. Kiah #101 for continuing 

to support their communities when and where ever possible. 

Photo from Left to Right: PM James Thompson, Steward Holton Kennedy, 

WM Orlando McElroy, JW Elbert Hicks, and DDGM Melvin J. Shorter 

Thomas H. Kiah #101, Rock Hall, MarylandThomas H. Kiah #101, Rock Hall, MarylandThomas H. Kiah #101, Rock Hall, Maryland   

Donates Food to Needy FamiliesDonates Food to Needy FamiliesDonates Food to Needy Families   
By: PM Walter Pauls, III, 33⁰ Thomas H. Kiah #101  

1. Take into account that great love and great achievements 
involve great risk.  

2. When you lose, don't lose the lesson.  
3. Follow the three Rs: -Respect for self -Respect for others -

Responsibility for all your actions.  
4. Remember that not getting what you want is sometimes a 

wonderful stroke of luck.  
5. Learn the rules so you know how to break them properly.  
6. Don't let a little dispute injure a great friendship.  
7. When you realize you've made a mistake, take immediate 

steps to correct it.  
8. Spend some time alone every day.  
9. Open your arms to change, but don't let go of your val-

ues.  
10.  Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer.  

11.  Live a good, honorable life. Then when you get older 
and think back, you'll be able to enjoy it a second time.  

12.  A loving atmosphere in your home is the foundation for 
your life.  

13.  In disagreements with loved ones, deal only with the 
current situation. Don't bring up the past.  

14.  Share your knowledge. It's a way to achieve immortali-
ty.  

15.  Be gentle with the earth.  
16.  Once a year, go someplace you've never been before.  
17.  Remember that the best relationship is one in which your 

love for each other exceeds your need for each other.  
18.  Judge your success by what you had to give up in order 

to get it." 

The Dalai Lama's 18 Rules For Successful Living 



 

Page 13 of 23 

Rising Sun Lodge No. 46 Supports Rising Sun Lodge No. 46 Supports Rising Sun Lodge No. 46 Supports    

Georgetown East Elementary School Annapolis, MarylandGeorgetown East Elementary School Annapolis, MarylandGeorgetown East Elementary School Annapolis, Maryland 

The Brothers of Rising Sun Lodge No. 46 sponsored a 

school supply donation activity on Wednesday, 12 

December 2012 at the Georgetown East Elementary 

School, Annapolis, MD. Representatives of the Lodge 

were (l-r) RW Ronald E. Clarke, DDGM Tenth Ma-

sonic District, PM Cleveland H. McDowney lll, WM 

Bantu P. Opiotennione and PM Ralph R. Thomas, Sr. 

The Lodge Membership decided to support the 

school’s Positive Behavior Intervention Support 

(P.B.I.S.) program, which is a school wide effort to 

promote positive behavior and academic improvement 

through targeted strategies.  

 

The Brothers were enthusiastically and warmly re-

ceived by both faculty and students and the donated 

school supplies were very much needed and appreci-

ated by the faculty members, Mr. Andre Dillard 

(Principal), Ms. Kathy King (Asst. Principal) and Ms. 

Tiffany Tang (P.B.I.S. Director).  WM Opiotennione 

advised Ms. King and Ms. Tang that the membership 

of Rising Sun Lodge No. 46 are committed to sup-

porting Georgetown East Elementary School’s 

P.B.I.S. effort as well as providing school supplies as 

often as possible.  

{ DDGM Clarke – PM McDowney --- K5 Students --- WM Opiotennione – PM Thomas } 

{Ms. Tiffany Tang (P.B.I.S. Director) and  

Ms. Kathy King (Asst. Principle) – K5 Students }  

{ Georgetown East Elementary Students } 
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 Community Service Community Service Community Service –––   Rising Sun Lodge #46Rising Sun Lodge #46Rising Sun Lodge #46---Past Master Received the Past Master Received the Past Master Received the    
GEORGE H. PHELPS, JR. DISTINGUISHED  PUBLIC  SERVICE  AWARD  GEORGE H. PHELPS, JR. DISTINGUISHED  PUBLIC  SERVICE  AWARD  GEORGE H. PHELPS, JR. DISTINGUISHED  PUBLIC  SERVICE  AWARD   

PM RALPH R. THOMAS, SR. Treasurer for Rising Sun 

Lodge #46 received the GEORGE H. PHELPS, JR. DIS-

TINGUISHED  PUBLIC  SERVICE  AWARD given by 

the Anne Arundel County Branch of the NAACP  on 

Monday, January 21st at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Memorial Breakfast. It was held at the Anne Arundel 

County Community College David S. Jenkins Gymnasi-

um, 101 College Parkway. 

 

PM  Thomas, is a lifelong Annapolitan who is best de-

scribed by Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of Man did not 

come to be served but to serve. . .”     

 

From his family, to his church, to the community, every 

aspect of Ralph’s life is based in what he can do to serve 

the needs of someone else.  

   

Passionate about citizens in Anne Arundel County having 

a voice, Ralph promoted voting and voter registration as 

Chairman of the Anne Arundel County Branch of the 

NAACP’s Voter Registration Campaign.  Under his lead-

ership, the NAACP’s team partnered with various organi-

zations and traveled throughout the county to every high 

school and numerous community and church events to 

register eligible voters. These drives resulted in over 500 

high school students and dozens of other first time voters 

in the community being registered.   Ralph also trained 

citizens to become Voter Registration Volunteers.  He 

also drove people to the polls on Election Day, ensuring 

they were able to exercise their right to vote.  

 

As an active member of the Eta Eta Lambda Chapter of 

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Ralph also sows seeds 

of time and wisdom into the next generation through par-

ticipating in the fraternity’s Alpha Academy Mentoring 

Program which encourages and equips young men to suc-

cessfully meet life challenges.  While regularly participat-

ing in other fraternity outreaches, such as the annual Hol-

iday Food Drive, Ralph also serves as Chaplain for the 

fraternity. 

 

In addition to his community service, Ralph recently con-

cluded nearly 20 years of serving on the Anne Arundel 

County Employee’s Federal Credit Union Board of Di-

rectors.   

 

He is also a lifetime member of Asbury Broadneck Unit-

ed Methodist Church where he is a Senior Usher, chair-

man of Church & Society Ministry and the Assistant 

Treasurer.  He also considers it an honor to serve as treas-

urer of Rising Sun Lodge #46, the Anne Arundel County 

Branch of the NAACP, and the Annapolis Interdenomi-

national Ministerial Alliance (AIMA) Men’s Ministry. 

 

Ralph earned a BA Degree from University of Maryland 

Eastern Shore and a MA Degree from Central Michigan 

University.  He retired from Anne Arundel County Gov-

ernment and Service Coordination, Inc. a private, non-

profit organization serving individuals with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities. 

 

Ralph and his wife of 42 years, Virginia, are the proud 

parents of two children and proud grandparents of two 

granddaughters.  He enjoys spending his free time with 

family – especially attending his granddaughter’s soccer 

games. 
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William T. Wallace Lodge No. 134, 10th Masonic District 

 Supports President Barack Obama’s Inaugural Balls 

O n January 21st 2013, ten William T. Wallace Lodge 
No. 134 Brothers provided augmented security services 

to the Presidential Inauguration Committee and the Secret 
Service during the President’s Commander-in-Chief’s Ball 
and the Presidential Inauguration Ball at the Washington 

Convention Center. Through their sacrifice of time and ener-
gy they were able to raise money for the lodge’s Murdock-
Price-Lewis Scholarship and general funds.  

 
Not only did they make money for the lodge, but some of the 
Brothers had the opportunity to see and mingled with celeb-

rities, including: President Barack & Michelle Obama, VP 
Joe & Jill Biden, Jennifer Hudson, Alicia Keys, Smokey 

Robinson, Usher, Jamie Foxx, Mark Anthony, Brad Paisley, 
the cast of Glee, John Legend, Katy Perry, and Stevie Won-
der.  

 
It was truly a memorable experience for everyone.  

Left to right are: PM Gregory L. Ortegae, FC James “Chef” 
Gray, FC Bobby Glenn, JS Michael Bertty II, RW Stan R. 

Conyer, WM Steve C. Isom, JD Curtis Brown, Jr., FC Bryan 
Johnson, SW Dennis L. Graham, and SS Roderic Mauldin. 

FC Bryan Johnson, JS Michael Bertty, II, RW Stanley R. Conyer, Mark Ellis, WM Steve C. Isom, JD 

Curtis Brown, Jr., FC James Gray and FC Bobby Glenn. 
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Before the Proclamation: Before the Proclamation: Before the Proclamation:    

One Woman’s Discovery of Family Roots Through HistoryOne Woman’s Discovery of Family Roots Through HistoryOne Woman’s Discovery of Family Roots Through History   
 

By Sis. Arphelia K. Cabell Trinity Chapter #5, OES-PHA, MD  

It was a family reunion like no other. When Sis. LaTonya 
Lawson listened to her cousin speak, she was changed. Even 

as a teenager in high school, she knew what he was saying 
was very important; something that was so profound, it 
would change her life forever.  

 
It was on that warm day in 1989 when her cousin Thomas A. 
Duckenfield presented the entire Newman and Thompson 

family with photocopied documents of research, and told 
them they were descendants of the historical but little known 
slave manumission freeing over 500 slaves on the Nomini 

Hall Plantation in Westmoreland, Virginia by slave owner 
Robert “Councillor” Carter III, which began in 1791. It was 

the largest slave manumission done by any individual, even 
before the Civil War and almost 75 years before the signing 
of the Emancipation Proclamation. 

 
Since learning of this major discovery, Lawson has followed 
in her cousin’s footsteps and taken her genealogy work fur-

ther. In September 2012, Lawson, a member of Trinity 
Chapter #5, Order of the Eastern Star, PHA, launched an 

interactive online resource project called The Nomini Hall 
Slave Legacy Project (www.nominihallslavelegacy.com).  
The site is a database meeting place for all those who are 

descendants of the 500 slaves freed by the manumission by 
Robert “Councillor” Carter from the Nomini Hall estate in 
Virginia. There is a chronology of the major events of the 

Carter family life, links for African American genealogy 
sources, and an event calendar and of course, the manumis-
sion documents itself, the Deed of Gift from 1791. Lawson 

includes the original surnames of the slaves from Carter’s 
Deed of Gift; so it is also a starting point for those who don’t 

even know where to begin looking for their ancestors who 
may or may not have been one of the 511 freed slaves. 
 

Who Was Robert “Councillor” Carter? 
 
For Lawson, finding out whom her ancestors were owned by 

and why he made the decision to free his slaves at the time 
was just as important as finding her ancestors themselves.  

 
Robert Carter III, known as “Councillor” from his initial 
appointment to the Virginia Governor’s Council by King 

George II (for which he later resigned to support the Ameri-
can Revolution) was born from the legacy of the Virginia 
colonies.  Councillor Carter was a very wealthy man, a to-

bacco planter who inherited the Nomini Hall Estate from his 
father, Robert Carter II, who inherited the land from his 

grandfather, Virginia colonist Robert “King” Carter.  King 
Carter’s father, John, was one of the original settlers of 

Jamestown. Known for his enormous wealth, political mus-
cle and extreme cruelty to his slaves, King Carter died leav-

ing a little over 1,000 slaves and 300,000 acres of land. 
 
Groomed for the same Virginia genteel statesmen power 

from his family legacy, Councillor Carter married Frances 
Ann Tasker, daughter of Benjamin Tasker of Annapolis—
himself a very rich man and the Proprietary Governor of 

Maryland for one year (1752-1753). Their marriage also al-
lowed Carter to later purchase a one-fifth stake of control in 
his father-in-laws business, Baltimore Iron Works. The Cart-

ers originally lived in Williamsburg, and then moved into the 
Southern aristocratic life of wealthy heirs on their plush es-

tate at Nomini Hall, a beautiful three-storied Georgian-styled 
home sitting on 3,000 acres of land. They had seventeen 
children altogether (twelve of whom lived to adulthood). The 

entire plantation was totaled to over 70,000 acres, with 
Carter managing 15 independent plantations, each named 
after an astrological sign of the Zodiac. Each slave was al-

lowed to build their own home on the plantations. Carter had 
white indentured servants brought in from Europe to teach 

each slave various skills in blacksmithing, spinning, weav-
ing, baking, brick making and laying, shoe making, car-
pentry, and many more industrious skills. 

 
But somewhere, this life of money-making, slave owning, 
Virginia life-on-the-hog living took a different turn. In 1777, 

around the same time Carter pledges his loyalty to the newly 
established Commonwealth of Virginia, he converts to the 
evangelical Baptist form of Christianity. He begins attending 

regular prayer service and is soon one of the largest financial 
donors to the Baptist church in Virginia. In October of 1787, 

his beloved wife Francis died. Carter then embraces another 
religious philosophy, Swedensborgian, then aligning himself 
with the Church of New Jerusalem. His thoughts and ideas 

about morality change, and he begins to view slavery as a 
very evil, sinful, immoral act. In 1788, Carter sat down and 
penned the beginnings of what was known as a very unpopu-

lar decision of his time, writing, “The Deed of Gift.” In me-
ticulous detail, this deed provided for the emancipation of 

511 slaves of the Nomini Hall Estate, by an emancipation 
rate of 15 per year. The slow rate was enacted because 
Carter’s neighbors and other family members were outraged 

and terrified by his decision, worried their own plantations 
would become the site of slave uprisings and massacres.  
The fallout was tremendous, and Carter eventually moved to 

Baltimore to escape the stress brought on by his deed, where 
he died on March 1, 1804. As directed in his Deed of Gift, 

his heirs followed his instructions, emancipating the total of 
slaves within fifty years.  
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One Woman’s Discovery of Family Roots Through History, continuedOne Woman’s Discovery of Family Roots Through History, continuedOne Woman’s Discovery of Family Roots Through History, continued 

 

The Nomini Hall Slave Legacy Project 

 
When Lawson learned all this information in just one sitting 
from her cousin at the family reunion, she knew she had to 

do something. But the something wasn’t sparked until she 
began collecting her own information and combing through 
the research. Lawson told her cousin she wanted to learn 

more about genealogy. She asked her cousin for the docu-
ments, and she immediately digitized everything. He also 
shared with Lawson an unpublished dissertation by John 

Barden about the Carter manumission from the Duke Uni-
versity Dissertation Service.  Lawson digitized some of the 

information in the research and also followed the cited 
works in the bibliography. But the tearful moment came for 
her when she arrived at the Duke University Library. She 

saw the micro-film of the yellow papered, hand written copy 
of Carter’s Deed of Gift. Lawson was awed by the meticu-
lous schedule of manumission for each slave, which includ-

ed all the slaves’ family members, where each one lived, 
how old they were, and other detailed information. 

 
“To see my ancestors names listed was a very, very emotion-
al moment for me,” says Lawson from her Baltimore home. 

“Twenty-three Newmans and fifteen Thompsons. My oldest 
ancestor freed was Criss Newman, within the first year, 
1791. The first ancestor on the Thompson line was freed in 

1793.” 
 
The task of genealogy work is daunting, Lawson acknowl-

edges. And even when all the research is documented and 
found, she knew she couldn’t remain overwhelmed and sink 

into a “now what?” cycle. She began the painstaking steps of 
making sure the work was presented in a way in which it 
could be useful for other African American families tracing 

their roots. 
 
Lawson says, “I took the information and created a complete 

log of all the slaves. I cross referenced the dissertation and 
was able to link all the families. This is what started the pro-

ject. I wanted to see if I could link other slaves to my fami-
ly.” 
Lawson, a computer programmer and graphic designer by 

profession, able to write the code and design her own site, 
said she was stunned by the reaction of some African Ameri-
cans  when she informed them there were African Ameri-

cans freed before the signing of the Emancipation Proclama-
tion. And that she is a direct descendant of two of those fam-

ily lines… 
 
“Some people think I am not telling the truth,” she says. 

“They have said that if that were true, we would have read 
about it in history books.  But it also goes to show how 

much this particular manumission rubbed a lot of people the 
wrong way. Many of his own founding father contemporar-

ies spoke about how they wanted to free their slave. But 
none of them actually did it. Thomas Jefferson included.”  
But there are many others who see tremendous value in 

Lawson’s work, especially the families on the long journey 
of tracing their family lines from the abominable institution 
of slavery. Lawson was recently invited to speak at a com-

memoration event for Robert Carter’s Deed of Gift and host 
an exhibit of her extensive database at the Foundation for the 
Historic Christ Church in Weems, VA along with her cousin, 

Thomas Duckenfiled, III., Esq.  She says it was nothing 
short of an “amazing” experience. 

 
“I met several families who needed the information. I was 
able to show them records related to their family members. I 

would love to eventually receive a grant and go to Warsaw 
and the surrounding area and help people document their 
connection to this manumission.” 

 
By delving further and further into the paperwork and docu-

ments, Lawson was even able to trace her ancestral lineage 
to particular countries in Africa, even without a DNA test, 
thanks to the diary of the unscrupulous grandfather, King 

Carter, who wrote in his diary about sending his boats to get 
the slaves from Senegambia, which today is known as Sene-
gal and Gambia. 

 
Lawson is able to give something to families on the search 
for ancestors through the slavery link, but she has also given 

herself something more by creating the Nomini Hall Slave 
Legacy Project. 

 
“This project is a very rewarding experience for me.” says 
Lawson, proud mother of her adorable toddler, Kennedy . 

She is also the proud cousin of RW Charles R. Owens, 
Grand Lodge Director of Public Information for Most Wor-
shipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Maryland.  “I have met 

some amazing people and I’ve gone to the land where my 
ancestors were freed. I’ve walked the slave graveyard where 

my ancestors rest. This is the most amazing thing I’ve ever 
done in my life. My hope is to be able to continue to share 
this experience with other people like me who are descend-

ants and do not know it.” 
 
Want to learn more about Sis. LaTonya Lawson’s inspira-

tional work? Visit the Nomini Hall Slave Legacy site (www. 
nominihallslavelegacy.com). 
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Union Lodge #33, 9th Masonic District 
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Union Lodge #33, 9th Masonic District, continued 
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E very second Monday in November, America takes 

time to thanked our Veterans, past and present, for 

their service in the Armed Forces.  Mount Lebanon 

Lodge #22, 16th Masonic District, MWPHGL of Mary-

land, also thanks our Veterans in more ways than just 

saying, “Thanks.” 

 

This year Mount Lebanon Lodge #22 partnered with the 

Baltimore Station to aide Veterans who have falling on 

some hard times.  The Baltimore Station is a rehabilita-

tion home for Veterans who maybe homeless or suffering 

from substance abuse.  The Baltimore Station provides 

these Veterans with a residential  substance abuse treat-

ment, job training, and transitional housing for Veterans 

that are in need.  Mount Lebanon Lodge #22 donated 

toiletries, non-perishable foods, books, games, puzzles, 

coats, shoes, and clothes, to help the Veterans currently 

at the Baltimore Station.  It felt good to help this pro-

gram, and the Brethren tapped into all their resources to 

come up with the donations. 

 

As our “Salute to Veterans,” continued, Mount Lebanon 

Lodge #22 participated in our annual VA Hospital Visita-

tion.  As a way to thank our Veterans, for their service to 

our country, the Brethren get together and hand out cof-

fee, donuts, juice, and water to outpatients at the VA 

Hospital in Baltimore, MD.  We had a good time show-

ing appreciation to our Veterans, with our small but 

thoughtful gesture. 

 

In closing, Mount Lebanon Lodge #22 would like to 

thank Mr. Paul Martin, of the Baltimore Station, for al-

lowing us the opportunity to help the Veterans in their 

program.  Also, we would like to thank the men and 

women of the Volunteer Coordinator’s Office, at the VA 

Hospital, for their support once again.  We would also 

like to thank all the Brethren who have served in the 

Armed Forces, and asked that every Brother take time to 

honor those that gave the ultimate sacrifice for our coun-

try! 

Mount Lebanon Lodge #22 “Saluting our Veterans” 
By WM Everett K. Smith Sr. 
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MOST WORSHIPFUL PRINCE HALL GRAND LODGE OF MARYLAND MOST WORSHIPFUL PRINCE HALL GRAND LODGE OF MARYLAND MOST WORSHIPFUL PRINCE HALL GRAND LODGE OF MARYLAND    

BUILDING RENOVATIONS BRICK PROGRAMBUILDING RENOVATIONS BRICK PROGRAMBUILDING RENOVATIONS BRICK PROGRAM   

 

 

I                                         would like to purchase a brick to be installed in the area checked below  
                  (Print Name)  
 

 

Platinum Area  500                           Gold Area  350                      Silver Area  250                           Bron e Area  150  

      Eutaw Street                                   Eutaw Street                          Eutaw Street                                W. Lanvale Street  

  Clipart                                               Clipart                                    Clipart                                                Clipart 
  6 Lines                                               3  Lines                                   3 Lines                                                 3 Lines 

             

All lines are 20 character per line ma imum    

 
I would like the following Clipart                                    
                                                           (Describe or use number from Clipart sheet)  

 
 

I would like the following wording (please print clearly)  

 

 

Line 1                                                                                                           
 

Line 2                                                                                                           

 

Line 3                                                                                                           

 
Line 4                                                                                                           

 

Line 5                                                                                                           

 

Line 6                                                                                                           
 

 

Please complete the following: 

 

Signature                                              
 

Address                                                     City                        State             ip Code              

 

Phone                                           Email                                

 
 

The MWPHGLMD reserves the right to accept or reject any wording it deems unacceptable. Once the brick is purchased there will be no 

refunds. There will be a  35 fee imposed for any dishonored check. 

 

Please complete this form along with your check or money order and mail it to:  
 

MWPHGLMD 

1307 Eutaw Place 

Baltimore, Maryland 21217  

Attn: RW Bill Davidson, Grand Secretary 
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Maryland’s Prince Hall Family Newsletter Maryland’s Prince Hall Family Newsletter Maryland’s Prince Hall Family Newsletter    
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To All Maryland Prince Hall Masonic Family Members, 

 

To facilitate the production of our newsletter, I respectfully offer the following guidance on submitting items for publica-

tion. 

 

Purpose 

The MWPHGL of MD and its Jurisdiction uses the Maryland PHA Family Newsletter to communicate historically 

meaningful topics of interest to its constituent bodies, including: 

 MWPHGL Initiatives 

 Upcoming GL-sponsored Events 

 Our Success Stories 

 Historically significant items of interest 

 Human interest stories of a Masonic nature 

 Constituent Lodge and other Masonic Family Member events (e.g. anniversaries, celebrations, community  

engagements, and galas). 

 

Writing Style 

 Whatever topic you choose for your article, there are some basic guidelines to follow: 

 Try to include as much of the who, what, where, when, why, and how in your opening sentence. 

 Keep sentences short and to the point – concise. 

 Though it may be tempting to save the best for last, give the most interesting bits of information up front. 

 Make the information interesting so your reader will want to read on. 

 

Submission Constraints 

 It is the responsibility of the submitter to follow any internal management requirements for submitting/approving 

articles prior to their publication (local approval authorities include: DDGM, Worshipful Master, Worthy Ma-

tron, Worthy Patron, Ill 1st Lieutenant Commander, High Priest, Potentate, etc.). 

 Include the Point of contact (name, title, email address, phone number), organization and article approver. 

 Copyrighted material must include written authorization or approval by the copyright holder. 

 

Format 

 Microsoft Word with 12 point font is preferred, however PDF files are acceptable. 

 All photos must have captions and if practical, include the names of each person shown, as appropriate. 

 Photo file formats: JPEG, PNG, BMP, TIFF, and PDF. 

 

Note 

The Editorial Staff will endeavor to preserve the essence of an author’s original submission; however, we reserve the 

right to abbreviate, append, delete, or otherwise edit all articles to enhance readability, or to engender clarity, succinct-

ness, or suitability. 

 

Please email your inputs directly to the Editor at scisom357@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Most Respectfully, 

 

 

 

 

Bro. Steve C. Isom— Editor 
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Inputs for the ne t Edition 

are due December 1 ,  01  

MWGM Melvin M. Thorpe, Editor-In-Chief 

WM Steve C. Isom, Editor 

RW Stanley R. Conyer, Deputy Editor 

SW Kelvin Branch, Deputy Editor 

RW Willie A. Smith, Grand Photographer 

Article Submission Deadlines: 15 Mar, 15 Jun, 15 Sep, 15 Dec  

Inquiries should be sent to: 

Newsletter Editorial Team  

Email: web master@mwphglmd.org or scisom357@yahoo.com 

 

1307 Eutaw Place, Baltimore, MD 21217 

Phone: 410-669-4966 Fa : 410-462-4622 
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